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1
Introduction


The main topic I wish to cover is racial identity among biracial people. I want to see how it has progressed over time, and if the influences are just as strong or weaker as they were in the past. I want to dig deeper into what makes a certain person chose his or her own race, and abandons the other. The “one-drop” rule has been a part of our society for generations, and even though we claim to live in a society that accepts all, this rule comes up quick to categorize. As the older generation is being replaced by the young, will we get to an era where race really doesn’t matter as it did back then? Will people eventually be able to “judge each other on the content of their character, than by the color of their skin” as cleverly put by Martin Luther King Jr. Race is a very sensitive topic in this country and you can have the sense that at times and may even be taboo. However due to the large amounts of biracial peoples growing in this country, and around the world every year it must be addressed. 
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Biracial Identity Development and Recommendations in Therapy

The main topic of this article was to talk about the possible therapy that should be invested in biracial children. Not that they might absolutely need it, but more to answer the “Who am I” question. It talked about how we might we view ourselves saying that we might do it on how others look at us. “Race is a category manufactured or socially constructed to distinguish a group of people based on physical characteristics.” The pre-encounter stage is characterized by the belief that African Americans identify primarily with European American/mainstream culture and reject their own culture. The immersion/emersion stage is when individuals immerse themselves in African American culture in an attempt to replace the pre-encounter identity. In the immersion phase, individuals may primarily associate with African American culture, disdain European American culture, and try to dress, talk, and act like what they perceive is “black.”


I don’t think that biracial should be subject to therapy due to the fact that it may lead to the assumption that there really is something wrong with them and lead to further confusion. However I do agree with the immersion stage of this study. There are plenty in the biracial community that either choose the side of African American or of their European descent.
Hud-Aleem,Countryman, Raushanah,Jacqueline. "Biracial Identity Development and Recommendations in Therapy."innovations in clinical neuroscience. November 2008: 37–44. Web. 30 Oct. 2011. <http://www.innovationscns.com/biracial-identity-development-and-recommendations-in-therapy/>.
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Biracial Identity: Beyond Black and White


Kerry Ann Rockquemore started the article of with a question. “What are you?” She said that it was a question she was used to hearing at this point in her life. The complexity of racial identity is increasing. She stated that the use of the “one drop rule” is decreasing so that biracial peoples need not always take the status of the lower minority. "You have more of a choice now as to how you identify yourself," said Lambe, whose parents are white and Asian. "Because of that, those of us who are mixed or biracial want to create our own community, instead of being forced into a category." 


I agree with what Lambe said. It is true for me on a personal level. I never saw the reason why I always had to be pushed into one category when I knew that I was both. In the article Rockquemore also talked about a boy she was interviewing and how he was using black vernacular with her, however when his white friends came over he stiffened up and used “proper English”. Biracial peoples have the ability to switch their persona to fit that of the group they are talking too. It’s not something that is learned, it just comes naturally. 

Citation

Smith, Sean. "Biracial Identity: Beyond Black and White."Chronicle Editor. n. page. Web. 30 Oct. 2011. <http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/rvp/pubaf/chronicle/v11/f13/rockquemore.html>.
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Passing as Black: How Biracial Americans Choose Identity


The practice of passing — identifying with and presenting oneself as one race while denying ancestry of another — reached its peak during the Jim Crow era. The question is whether strongly identifying with a racial minority really qualifies as passing. The researchers argue that it does, because it involves a concerted effort to reveal one portion of ancestry while concealing and rejecting another. The volunteers in the study also behaved strategically to project their race — something that sociologists call "identity work." The authors of the current study prefer to call it "performing race": they characterize the racial identities of their subjects as a strategically constructed, outwardly projected performance, and in this sense they liken it to the behavior of those who passed during the Jim Crow era.
 
What does it mean to “act black”? Why are there certain aspects that only go to the black population to help identify biracial peoples as only black? I find it disturbing that some biracial peoples would completely abandon one side of who they are just to “pass” as the other race. There isn’t a 100% guarantee that the race will even accept you even though you only associate yourself with them. I think that even though Jim Crow era is done and over with there is still a hint of the “one drop rule” left by society in the fact that biracial peoples still feel the need to “choose” a race over the other.
Citation:

MELNICK, MEREDITH. "Passing as Black: How Biracial Americans Choose Identity Read more: http://healthland.time.com/2010/12/16/passing-as-black-how-biracial-americans-choose-identity/
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Ethnic Identification Process


               One's ethnic/racial identity may result from self-identification or from an imposition by others.  Identifying other people's ethnicity for them has always been a powerful political tool for controlling, marginalizing, and even getting rid of them.  From the early 1930's through the mid 1940's, the Nazi's in Germany methodically labeled people as being Jews even though they did not always personally identify themselves as such.  In most cases, this label was tantamount to a death sentence. Throughout much of the 20th century in America, "white" became identified in popular literature, films, and the mass media with intelligent, good, pretty, and successful, while "black" was identified with the opposite. The unfavorable portrayal of African Americans still continues today, to some extent, with TV news programs focusing on black gang violence, welfare mothers, and relatively poor performance in school.  After generations of images reflecting this view, many African Americans came to define themselves negatively.  It was not a mere coincidence that the "black power" political movement of the 1960's created the catch phrase "black is beautiful."  This was a conscious effort to counter negative images with a positive one.

I think blacks today are oversensitive when it comes to race. They are always the first one to pull out the race card when you aren’t even being racist. I think my generation is the worst. The have a feeling that everything should be provided to them because of what their parents/grandparents went through.


Citation: 
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He's Not Black

We call him that -- he calls himself that -- because we use dated language and logic. After more than 300 years and much difficult history, we hew to the old racist rule: Part-black is all black. Fifty percent equals a hundred. There's no in-between. The phrase was repeated in much the same form by one media organization after another. It's as if we have one foot in the future and another still mired in the Old South. We are racially sophisticated enough to elect a non-white president, and we are so racially backward that we insist on calling him black. Progress has outpaced vocabulary. North America has been slow to acknowledge its racial mixing. Anti-miscegenation laws, which were prevalent in Germany under the Nazis and in South Africa during apartheid, were still the rule in a number of states here until 1967, a mere generation ago, when the case of Loving v. Virginia finally struck them down. The goal of those laws, unspoken but undeniable, was to maintain racial "purity," ensure white supremacy.

I agree. When people look at me they just see me as a tan white person. When I tell them that I am half black a lot of the times they don’t believe me, because of the way I may act.

Citation:
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7

True Life: I Am a Hyphenated American

With so much classification on race in America, even for the normal black, classifying themselves can be stressful. Here Michelle Huxtable talked about how she had the opportunity to travel abroad. When asked her nationality she at first put African-American but then realized she is just American. She went on to say that if she were to go to a country and they asked what she was it would just be stated that she is American, and nothing else. Also to hyphenate yourself as an African-American, like her Haitian-American, you should have been raised in that culture. Most “African-Americans” were not raised in a purely African household, so to be called that would be false. America seems to be the only country that puts so much emphasis on race and classification. 


This country does put too much emphasis on race. In the beginning they simply stated that blacks were not citizens, let alone human. Then to be given identification back was huge, however limited. It was limited only to African-American. Not many were still being raised in an “African” environment. In the 60’s we see the big shift of Black Pride and Black Panthers.

Citation

Huxtable, Michelle. "True Life: I Am A Hyphenated American." 29 Mar 2010. Web. 30 Oct. 2011. <http://www.michelle-huxtable.com/2010/03/true-life-i-am-a-hyphenated-american/>.
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Woody's parents must have been passing for white in preintegration Park Manor. The fact that some of his relatives were passing made Woody's racial identity claims more urgent for him, but less compelling to others. He desperately wanted to be black, but his peers in the neighborhood would not let him. Because he had the option to be white an option he radically rejected at the time those without the option could not accept his claim to a shared racial experience. Woody was denied his own identity simply because he was too light to be black. Over the years after defending himself he simply let it go, and never stated that he was a “brother” too.


That is what is wrong with the culture of America. There is no in between always one or the other. He could have passed for white but didn’t want to because that wasn’t his full self. He simply wanted to be accepted by people of his own kind but wasn’t allowed simply because he was to light. The blame should be placed on both sides of any race of a biracial person. They shouldn’t expect someone to choose one over the other it is not fair. I think they feel threatened because they know the advantages biracial people have over them so they try to take that away.
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Becoming International
Class distinction has more weight than racial distinction (even if the class distinction is implied and not literal) because it causes people to bypass race and focus on class or money. Money is the source of class because money is the chief divider amongst any group of people. When money and race are merged to the extent where the distinction between money and race are erased (even when the individual or group has no money) classism and racism is born, which are both institutionalized through politics. The importance between the relationship between race and class is to reemphasize the class predominance over race. Class births racism through differences based upon money, which is institutionalized through politics. But it also destroys racism by birthing sameness based upon money, which is institutionalized through politics. The commonality between individuals based upon experiences based upon class similarities monolithically causes people to disregard race and focus on class commonalities.
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The New Color Complex:

Appearances and Biracial Identity

As Americans ’ethnicities have become progressively intermixed, research has focused on why individuals with multiple White   ethnic backgrounds choose to emphasize one ethnicity over others. Factors such as knowledge about an ethnicity, surname, physical appearance, and the general popularity of ethnic groups emerge as the most salient factors influencing individual preferences. This basically talks about all the research that has gone into studying biracial people and the outcomes. The variables varied from their emotional to their cognitive attitudes towards themselves.  Mulattos were used as a buffer between the whites and blacks, especially for businesses. It caused a preferential treatment of mulattos by the whites and gave the Mulattos and advantage. That is how a cultural classism among the blacks was laid.

Citation
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Multiracial Identity Points to Racial Struggle in U.S.

Choosing to identify as multiracial in Atlanta inevitably leads to a kind of racial cross-examination that personifies America’s continuing struggle with race. In cities and towns across America, as more people begin to identify as multiracial, the leaders of a new civil rights movement—the multiracial movement—are attempting to help people who choose to stand apart by identifying themselves as something other than how people see them. Bhagia-Lewis’ story as a leader in this burgeoning multiracial movement is mirrored in communities across the United States, as people who identify as mixed race seek more recognition, access and representation. Groups like Swirl Inc., I-Pride, the Association of MultiEthnic Americans, Project Race and Mavin Foundation have been forming since the late 1970s, all seeking to change the way America views racial and ethnic identity.
Citation
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Research Design

I would like to focus on what is “expected” by biracial peoples. I would like to interview as many biracial peoples as I can not just black and white, however Hispanic and African. I would also like to interview the parents of biracial children and find out how society treated them and how it was to raise a biracial child in a time were race is sensitive. As well as friends of biracials, to see how the younger generation views it. To see if they even noticed their skin color when they first talking or was it for that reason they became friends. I would like to know how society plays a factor into their choosing, as well as upbringings by their parents. I would like to test the hypothesis that as the older generation is starting to fade away, and is being replace by the newer generation, will we get to the point were race is no longer a determining factor in our everyday lives? Even though I would like to interview some may be hesitant to, as well as biases. If not in a closed environment were it can be one-on-one and away from outside influence that would be ideal. 
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Action 

My action would be similar to a cultural café. Something along the lines of a bicultural/Biracial café. It would defiantly be an informative type of café, were I can have discussion groups with those that attend to see what their viewpoints are, and to really shed light on something that isn’t really popular. I know people know about it in general, but do they know the statistics of which biracial families are growing, how many are in schools, or feel the need to choose a side to be on. 

