The New Color Complex:

Appearances and Biracial Identity

As Americans ’ethnicities have become progressively intermixed, research has focused on why individuals with multiple White   ethnic backgrounds choose to emphasize one ethnicity over others. Factors such as knowledge about an ethnicity, surname, physical appearance, and the general popularity of ethnic groups emerge as the most salient factors influencing individual preferences. This basically talks about all the research that has gone into studying biracial people and the outcomes. The variables varied from their emotional to their cognitive attitudes towards themselves.  Mulattos were used as a buffer between the whites and blacks, especially for businesses. It caused a preferential treatment of mulattos by the whites and gave the Mulattos and advantage. That is how a cultural classism among the blacks was laid.
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