True Life: I Am a Hyphenated American


With so much classification on race in America, even for the normal black, classifying themselves can be stressful. Here Michelle Huxtable talked about how she had the opportunity to travel abroad. When asked her nationality she at first put African-American but then realized she is just American. She went on to say that if she were to go to a country and they asked what she was it would just be stated that she is American, and nothing else. Also to hyphenate yourself as an African-American, like her Haitian-American, you should have been raised in that culture. Most “African-Americans” were not raised in a purely African household, so to be called that would be false. America seems to be the only country that puts so much emphasis on race and classification. 

This country does put too much emphasis on race. In the beginning they simply stated that blacks were not citizens, let alone human. Then to be given identification back was huge, however limited. It was limited only to African-American. Not many were still being raised in an “African” environment. In the 60’s we see the big shift of Black Pride and Black Panthers.
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