Ethnic Identification Process


               One's ethnic/racial identity may result from self-identification or from an imposition by others.  Identifying other people's ethnicity for them has always been a powerful political tool for controlling, marginalizing, and even getting rid of them.  From the early 1930's through the mid 1940's, the Nazi's in Germany methodically labeled people as being Jews even though they did not always personally identify themselves as such.  In most cases, this label was tantamount to a death sentence. Throughout much of the 20th century in America, "white" became identified in popular literature, films, and the mass media with intelligent, good, pretty, and successful, while "black" was identified with the opposite. The unfavorable portrayal of African Americans still continues today, to some extent, with TV news programs focusing on black gang violence, welfare mothers, and relatively poor performance in school.  After generations of images reflecting this view, many African Americans came to define themselves negatively.  It was not a mere coincidence that the "black power" political movement of the 1960's created the catch phrase "black is beautiful."  This was a conscious effort to counter negative images with a positive one.

I think blacks today are oversensitive when it comes to race. They are always the first one to pull out the race card when you aren’t even being racist. I think my generation is the worst. The have a feeling that everything should be provided to them because of what their parents/grandparents went through.
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