Multiracial Identity Points to Racial Struggle in U.S.

Choosing to identify as multiracial in Atlanta inevitably leads to a kind of racial cross-examination that personifies America’s continuing struggle with race. In cities and towns across America, as more people begin to identify as multiracial, the leaders of a new civil rights movement—the multiracial movement—are attempting to help people who choose to stand apart by identifying themselves as something other than how people see them. Bhagia-Lewis’ story as a leader in this burgeoning multiracial movement is mirrored in communities across the United States, as people who identify as mixed race seek more recognition, access and representation. Groups like Swirl Inc., I-Pride, the Association of MultiEthnic Americans, Project Race and Mavin Foundation have been forming since the late 1970s, all seeking to change the way America views racial and ethnic identity.
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