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The history of biracial people has dramatically changed over time. During post-colonial times race was very straight forward. You were either black or white and no in-between. Slavery being so predominant and white being the superior race the thought of mixing the two was completely taboo, and illegal. After slavery was abolished in 1865 the lives of blacks didn’t dramatically changed. Many found pride in their new found freedom; however others knew that the only way to move forward was move up the racial ladder. During slavery the white owners would rape the female slaves to have a biracial child. Doing this would increase the price of the child, seeing that since they have white in them they are more superior to regular blacks. So after slavery that mind process still continued. For fear of the white race being soiled the government made it illegal for blacks and whites to have children. As time progressed racial tensions among blacks in whites continued to get worse, especially during the Jim Crow era. Those that were “blessed” with being biracial or light skinned blacks had the opportunity to “pass”. Passing is when you would disown your African-American heritage in order to get a better job or education. This was an extremely stressful thing to do because you had to live an entire life behind and start a new on e with the fear of being found out. Many that did do “passing” were viewed by the African-American community as having abandoned their race and not being proud of what you are. As well as on the white side you constantly lived with as well as work with. You continue to hear racial slurs and comments, see how your people are being treated and viewed among whites. If they found out that you were passing serious legal actions. One-Drop rule:  is a historical colloquial term in the United States for the social classification as black of individuals with any African ancestry; meaning any person with "one drop of black blood" was considered black. Choosing to identify as multiracial in Atlanta inevitably leads to a kind of racial cross-examination that personifies America’s continuing struggle with race. In cities and towns across America, as more people begin to identify as multiracial, the leaders of a new civil rights movement—the multiracial movement—are attempting to help people who choose to stand apart by identifying themselves as something other than how people see them. Bhagia-Lewis’ story as a leader in this burgeoning multiracial movement is mirrored in communities across the United States, as people who identify as mixed race seek more recognition, access and representation. Groups like Swirl Inc., I-Pride, the Association of MultiEthnic Americans, Project Race and Mavin Foundation have been forming since the late 1970s, all seeking to change the way America views racial and ethnic identity. (Davis) Life for biracial Americans during the antebellum was both privileged in some respects and oppressive, in other ways similar to unadulterated dark-skinned blacks. Due to the one-drop theory of racial identity, whites made no distinctions between blacks and biracial Americans, despite the fact that, by genetic proportion, some biracial Americans were more white than black.
Mulattos were used as a buffer between the whites and blacks, especially for businesses. It caused a preferential treatment of mulattos by the whites and gave the Mulattos and advantage. That is how a cultural classism among the blacks was laid. Classism is differential treatment based on social class or perceived social class. Classism is the systematic oppression of subordinated class groups to advantage and strengthen the dominant class groups. It’s the systematic assignment of characteristics of worth and ability based on social class. Like stated earlier this began to be viewed as bad among blacks, especially during civil rights movement because they were not staying strong to their race. Class distinction has more weight than racial distinction (even if the class distinction is implied and not literal) because it causes people to bypass race and focus on class or money. Money is the source of class because money is the chief divider amongst any group of people. When money and race are merged to the extent where the distinction between money and race are erased (even when the individual or group has no money) classism and racism is born, which are both institutionalized through politics. The importance between the relationship between race and class is to reemphasize the class predominance over race. Class births racism through differences based upon money, which is institutionalized through politics. But it also destroys racism by birthing sameness based upon money, which is institutionalized through politics. The commonality between individuals based upon experiences based upon class similarities monolithically causes people to disregard race and focus on class commonalities. (Becoming International). During the antebellum, biracial Americans temporarily “passed” for white when seeking employment and permanently passed when considering marriage to a white fiancé. Permanent passing was a critical form of victim-group discrimination that required that they never again acquaint themselves directly or indirectly with those to whom they were related by blood.

Glenn Loury briefly talked about passing in “Race and Identity in America a Personal Perspective”. She told a story about how a young boy’s family passed for white to move into a non-integrated neighborhood. He desperately wanted to be perceived as black but his piers wouldn’t let him. Attending a meeting for planning of a racial protest he was denied the right to speak as well as his own identity simply because he was to light to be black. That is what is wrong with the culture of America. There is no in between always one or the other. He could have passed for white but didn’t want to because that wasn’t his full self. He simply wanted to be accepted by people of his own people but wasn’t allowed simply because he was to light. The blame should be placed on both sides of any race of a biracial person. They shouldn’t expect someone to choose one over the other. They feel threatened because they know the advantages biracial people have over them so they try to take that away. Mulatto was the antebellum term applied to mixed-race or biracial African-Americans who, but for a trace of black blood, were otherwise considered white. Their tragedy was inspired by the contradiction in who they wanted to be, white, and who society required them to be, black. Subsequently, they occupied a mid-level racial status, which constantly challenged their quest for identity and group acceptance.

We can even see in the laws of the land at the time. In Loving v. Virginia it was forbidden for one race to marry those outside of there own. The goal of those laws, unspoken but undeniable, was to maintain racial "purity," ensure white supremacy. In Kirby v. Kirby (1921), Mr. Kirby asked the state of Arizona for an annulment of his marriage. He charged that his marriage was invalid because his wife was of ‘negro’ descent, thus violating the state's anti-miscegenation law. The Arizona Supreme Court judged Mrs. Kirby’s race by observing her physical characteristics and determined that she was of mixed race, therefore granting Mr. Kirby’s annulment. This attitude leads to further misunderstandings with biracials growing up during that time and any to follow. “Many commentators have argued that the election of Barack Obama, and the increasing number of mixed-race people more broadly, will lead to a fundamental change in American race relations,” says lead author Arnold K. Ho, a Ph.D. student in psychology at Harvard. “Our work challenges the interpretation of our first biracial president, and the growing number of mixed-race people in general, as signaling a color-blind America.”
