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Abstract


This paper focuses on biracial identity and how society views biracial people. As well as how they view themselves. Delving into the minds of individuals affected by racism, or had to leave family behind to progress is a crucial understanding point. The use of the old “one-drop” rule is still in play in America compared to foreign countries with a high multiracial population. Everyday lives if of become clear, seeing how they were treated by their friends or by their partners. The social interaction between whites and blacks become more exposed and learn that lately biracial people are really struggling to find a sense of self. The constant struggle to “fit-in” can become extremely overwhelming for some, and may cave in. others might disown their heritage all together. Their struggles to become accepted as who they are are shown and many move out of “hiding” to support. The American government has put laws on these individuals, hindering them to move forward in society, pre-civil rights era, and reared them as second class citizens. The issue of race was in a way, hand and hand with social classes. The affluent ones were white, and the poverty ones were black. Question of and for the future arises. Will racism eventually be a thing of the past? Or will it haunt civilization to their extinction?
The history of biracial people has dramatically changed over time. During post-colonial times race was very straight forward. You were either black or white and no in-between. Slavery being so predominant and white being the superior race the thought of mixing the two was completely taboo, and illegal. After slavery was abolished in 1865 the lives of blacks didn’t dramatically changed. Many found pride in their new found freedom; however others knew that the only way to move forward was by moving up the racial ladder. During slavery the white owners would rape the female slaves to have a biracial child. Doing this would increase the price of the child, seeing that since they have white in them they are more superior to regular blacks. So after slavery that mind process still continued. For fear of the white race being soiled the government made it illegal for blacks and whites to have children. As time progressed racial tensions among blacks in whites continued to get worse, especially during the Jim Crow era. Those that were “blessed” with being biracial or light skinned blacks had the opportunity to “pass”. Passing is defined by disowning your African-American heritage in order to get a better job or education. This was an extremely stressful thing to do because you had to leave an entire life behind and start a new one with the fear of being found out. Many that did do “passing” were viewed by the African-American community as having abandoned their race and not being proud of what they are, as well as on the white side you constantly lived with as well as work with. You continue to hear racial slurs and comments, see how your people are being treated and viewed among whites. If they found out that you were passing serious legal actions would have been taken. 
One-Drop rule:  is a historical colloquial term in the United States for the social classification as black of individuals with any African ancestry; meaning any person with "one drop of black blood" was considered black. Choosing to identify as multiracial in Atlanta inevitably leads to a kind of racial cross-examination that personifies America’s continuing struggle with race. In cities and towns across America, as more people begin to identify as multiracial, the leaders of a new civil rights movement—the multiracial movement—are attempting to help people who choose to stand apart by identifying themselves as something other than how people see them. Bhagia-Lewis’ story as a leader in this burgeoning multiracial movement is mirrored in communities across the United States, as people who identify as mixed race seek more recognition, access and representation. Groups like Swirl Inc., I-Pride, the Association of MultiEthnic Americans, Project Race and Mavin Foundation have been forming since the late 1970s, all seeking to change the way America views racial and ethnic identity. (Davis) Life for biracial Americans during the antebellum was both privileged in some respects and oppressive, in other ways similar to unadulterated dark-skinned blacks. Due to the one-drop theory of racial identity, whites made no distinctions between blacks and biracial Americans, despite the fact that, by genetic proportion, some biracial Americans were more white than black.
Mulattos were used as a buffer between the whites and blacks, especially for businesses. It caused a preferential treatment of mulattos by the whites and gave the Mulattos and advantage. That is how a cultural classism among the blacks was laid. Classism is differential treatment based on social class or perceived social class. Classism is the systematic oppression of subordinated class groups to advantage and strengthen the dominant class groups. It’s the systematic assignment of characteristics of worth and 
ability based on social class. Like stated earlier this began to be viewed as bad among blacks, especially during civil rights movement because they were not staying strong to their race. Class distinction has more weight than racial distinction (even if the class distinction is implied and not literal) because it causes people to bypass race and focus on class or money. Money is the source of class because money is the chief divider amongst any group of people. When money and race are merged to the extent where the distinction between money and race are erased (even when the individual or group has no money) classism and racism is born, which are both institutionalized through politics. The importance between the relationship between race and class is to reemphasize the class predominance over race. Class births racism through differences based upon money, which is institutionalized through politics. But it also destroys racism by birthing sameness based upon money, which is institutionalized through politics. The commonality between individuals based upon experiences based upon class similarities monolithically causes people to disregard race and focus on class commonalities. (Becoming International). During the antebellum, biracial American temporarily “passed” for white when seeking employment and permanently passed when considering marriage to a white fiancé. Permanent passing was a critical form of victim-group discrimination that required that they never again acquaint themselves directly or indirectly with those to whom they were related by blood. 

Glenn Loury briefly talked about passing in “Race and Identity in America a Personal Perspective”. She told a story about how a young boy’s family passed for white to move into a non-integrated neighborhood. He desperately wanted to be perceived as 
black but his piers wouldn’t let him. Attending a meeting for planning of a racial protest he was denied the right to speak as well as his own identity simply because he was to light to be black. That is what is wrong with the culture of America. There is no in between always one or the other. He could have passed for white but didn’t want to because that wasn’t his full self. He simply wanted to be accepted by people of his own people but wasn’t allowed simply because he was to light. The blame should be placed on both sides of any race of a biracial person. They shouldn’t expect someone to choose one over the other. They feel threatened because they know the advantages biracial people have over them so they try to take that away. Mulatto was the antebellum term applied to mixed-race or biracial African-Americans who, but for a trace of black blood, were otherwise considered white. Their tragedy was inspired by the contradiction in who they wanted to be, white, and who society required them to be, black. Subsequently, they occupied a mid-level racial status, which constantly challenged their quest for identity and group acceptance.

We can even see in the laws of the land at the time. In Loving v. Virginia it was forbidden for one race to marry those outside of there own. The goal of those laws, unspoken but undeniable, was to maintain racial "purity," ensure white supremacy. In Kirby v. Kirby (1921), Mr. Kirby asked the state of Arizona for an annulment of his marriage. He charged that his marriage was invalid because his wife was of ‘negro’ descent, thus violating the state's anti-miscegenation law. The Arizona Supreme Court judged Mrs. Kirby’s race by observing her physical characteristics and determined that she was of mixed race, therefore granting Mr. Kirby’s annulment. This attitude leads to 
further misunderstandings with biracials growing up during that time and any to follow. “Many commentators have argued that the election of Barack Obama, and the increasing number of mixed-race people more broadly, will lead to a fundamental change in American race relations,” says lead author Arnold K. Ho, a Ph.D. student in psychology at Harvard. “Our work challenges the interpretation of our first biracial president, and the growing number of mixed-race people in general, as signaling a color-blind America.” 
The history of the one-drop rule is imortanrt, however it is not the only determining factor that biracial people must face when looking for an identity.

Although race is a socially constructed phenomenon, this reality is often ignored.  Contrary to what the people in power in American society would like us to believe there is no scientific or biological basis for the assertion or definition of different races.  In fact, “Genetic variability within populations is greater than variability between them” (King, 1981, p.158).  Despite the nonscientific origin of racial categorizations, the categorizations are profoundly significant. Black and White ‘mixed race’ individuals in the United States began with slavery.  Because of the hierarchy of races, the offspring of Black and White parents became very problematic to the idea of maintaining White racial purity.  Although there are many racial mixes in the United States, the one that has been most threatening involves the mixing of Blacks and Whites.  Because of this, several rules and laws were implemented: ‘mixed race’ individuals were not to be considered mixed or both Black and White but simply Black.  Children who were the product of rapes between White male slave owners and their Black female slaves resulted in a range 
of complexions, some of which appeared White.  The “one drop rule” was devised in response to this.  “In both legal and social practice, anyone with any known African ancestry was considered Black, while only those without any trace of known African ancestry were called Whites” (Tatum, 1997, p.169). 

Following the end of slavery in 1865, White politicians put anti-miscegenation laws in place to prohibit racial mixing.  The law made it illegal to marry a person of a different race.  This law stayed in effect until 1967 when the last 14 states holding anti-miscegenist laws were forced by the Supreme Court to repeal them (Root, 1992). The constant questioning and categorizing society forces a multiracial individual to contend with is one of the many influences on an individual’s identity construction.  The physical appearance and most importantly the skin tone of biracial people, strongly influence their life experiences.  Skin tone was a prominent theme among my consultants.  Regardless of whether their skin was porcelain white, yellow olive, caramel brown or dark chocolate, they mentioned that their skin color significantly impacted their life experiences. As was discussed previously, race is a social construction.  With the history of the one drop rule and the desired separation between Black and White, a serious fixation on skin tone has resulted among multiracial individuals.  White privilege or the systematic advantage of being or ‘passing’ for White, strongly influences not only one’s experience but also how others see and react to each other (Tatum, 1997). The consultants expressed the impact of skin tone.  Maya shared a description of two of her close high school friends and how their experiences in life are so different due to society’s perceptions of them based on the 
color of their skin.  Despite the fact that they themselves all view each other as the same, their differing skin tones cause the world to view them all differently. Because society provides multiracial individuals with no easy answers about where they belong in terms of racial communities, multiracial individuals have been forced to come up with these answers on their own. Thus, they have to grapple with questions surrounding race that many monoracial individuals, both from majority and minority groups, have had answered for them by society. For instance, one issue that multiracial individuals often contend with is trying to uncover the basis of racial categories, in order to understand why it is that existing racial categories in our society do no account for them. During these deliberations, many multiracial individuals come to realize that racial categories are arbitrary, subjective, and ultimately meaningless in any biological sense. In other words, multiracial individuals come to the realization that race is a social construction (Spickard, 1992). Race does not exist outside of our social world. A young woman of Puerto Rican and African American descent writes: “I’ve come to the realization that race does not exist—it’s a social construct. These racial categories were constructed totally for economic, political and social reasons; they’re not based on anything, especially anything scientific or biological” (Gaskins, 1999, p. 54). 

A heightened awareness of race as social construction among multiracial individuals arises from the unique experiences multiracial individuals often encounter during their upbringing. These experiences are ones that multiracial individuals can bring into consideration when they are grappling with issues surrounding their racial identity. 
Many of these experiences lead multiracial individuals to question many of society’s messages about racial differences. For instance, many of the experiences multiracial individuals encounter in their homes directly contradict the messages society sends about barriers between racial groups and the inescapable and inevitable nature of racial conflicts (Nakashima, 1992). Multiracial individuals are often raised in settings where individuals from different racial backgrounds coexist peacefully. Moreover, many parents of multiracial children de-emphasize the importance of race as a means of social categorization. Instead, parents emphasize a transcendent identity (i.e., human being) and reject the use of race as a way to divide people (Wardle, 1987). 

Second, we propose that the emphasis of race as a social construction and the de-emphasis of the biological basis of race may diminish the impact of race-based stereotypes. Believing that race is a social construction allows individuals, including multiracial individuals, to undermine the supposed validity of many race-based stereotypes. Thus, believing that racial categories have no biological basis allows individuals to disregard stereotypes that claim innate differences in traits or abilities among people belonging to different racial groups. Thus, undermining the biological basis of racial categories demolishes the foundation upon which many race-based stereotypes rest.

Previous research found that attitudes toward one’s stereotyped identity moderate the effect of stereotypes. Much research shows that level of identification with an identity moderates the strength of the impact that stereotypes have on behavior. For example,
work on stereotype threat finds that negative stereotypes hurt the performance of individual group members. More recently, researchers found that stereotype threat effects were moderated by the strength of an individual’s identification with the stereotyped identity. Women who were not closely identified to their female identity did not underperform on a math test, whereas women closely identified with their female identity did.
Biracial individuals and families are one of the fastest growing populations in the United States, yet this group is often silenced or marginalized in discussions about race. The impacts of society don’t only play a role in determining a biracials race, but their family life as well. Anti-miscegenation laws were common place, to ban whites from marrying another race. There are approximately 7 million people in the United State who identify as mixed race, with half being under the age of 18. However, multiracial families remain overlooked by mainstream U.S. society. Even within the family something known as racial devaluation can occur. That is when “negative attitudes and behaviors are expressed toward any of the racial groups represented in the family.” Multiracial families have a stronger chance of division than nonracial families do. Kids of parents might feel the need to choose a side, however they don’t want the one parent to feel they are neglecting their race for the other and vice versa. It is also hard for those involved in interracial relationships. Many may hide the fact that they are married to those of another race for fear of being ostracized at work. The lack of family support is also an issue. One 
side of the family (or both) may disown their own sibling for marrying someone that was in their eyes unworthy because of the color of their skin. ("American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry")
 “A recurring theme among these couples was being very “careful” where they go for leisure experiences. It became obvious from the interviews that there was an awareness involved in selecting and participating in leisure activities for interracial couples. There are times when people are able to minimize the likelihood of encountering problems, or diminish their impact, by being very aware of their surroundings and the places they frequent. The couples accomplished this by doing research prior to becoming involved in a leisure experience. For example, they would call ahead, visit a leisure site prior to exposing family members, or ask friends about the possibility of encountering problems.” Why must it come to the point where families must still in this day and age hide themselves out of fear of the public opinion? This behavior is not healthy for the adults as well as the children. The adults face loosing social connections with those of their own age besides the ones that knew of the relationship prior, and the kids loose the fundamentals, to interact with other children. Children in a multiracial family may have different racial identities from one another. Their racial identity is influenced by their individual physical features, family attachments and support, and experiences with racial groups. To cope with society biases, mixed-race children may develop a public identity with the "minority" race, while maintaining a private interracial identity with family and friends. Multiracial children in divorced families may have greater difficulties accepting and valuing the cultures of both parents. For the majority of multiracial children, growing up associated with multiple races and cultures is enriching, rewarding, and contributes to 
healthy adult adjustment. Some multiracial children may be uncomfortable with their diverse heritages. It is a shame that after 155 years after slavery, the one-drop rule, and 
43 years after segregation that we still have a problem with this today. America is supposed to be the melting pot of cultures. It is, however it is not a very tolerant pot. 

Other countries which have endure the establishment of apartheid/slavery; have recognized that multiracial people are neither all black nor all white. The 'colored' category is usually applied in nations with three main racial groups, compared to the enormity of races in the United States. But, in America, there would be a category for the various mixed race people whose numbers continue to grow. 
The colored category has often been considered an elevated status in South. Africa, Cuba and Brazil, in other words, to be better than black. Colored peoples received far better treatment than their black counterparts, but yet not the status of whites. In the U.S. though, multiracial peoples are from every racial group and skin tone imaginable from the ranges of white to black, compromising every ethnic heritage also. A colored from Brazil might be grouped with African Americans in U.S., but the African American could not be grouped with colored in Brazil due to the unique mixture of heritage a 'colored' has. This shows that the one-drop rule (theory that one-drop of black blood classifies you as black), in the United States has refused to recognize the uniqueness of mixed people. These nations also show less oppression among mixed race peoples, compared to the United States in which there is no understanding of the struggle of mixed race individuals, only the constant reminder that they are different. Loss of government funding for minority programs and scholarships due to the 'switch to multiracial' is the fear that members of the NAACP, Congressional Black Caucus, many Latino and Native American groups have against supporting the multiracial category. There are very few individuals who identify themselves as multiracial and would not affect the numbers that monoracials have. Even if it did, it would fairly show their numbers because the African American racial group holds the largest number of mixed individuals than any other group. It seems as if those that fight so hard to protect their race are also the ones keeping them inside the box, for governmental gain. Why should a person choose one race or the other? Why can they not choose the grouping in which they belong such as Multiracial. America being 'colored-less' has created many problems in our society. 
There is an attack on the mixed individual for acknowledging their mixtures. This is seen in the attitudes toward mixed race people and the black community. Also, through our pop cultural symbols such as multiracial Mariah Carey, and Tiger Woods. If Mariah Carey and Tiger Woods were identified as Multiracials where would the animosity from the black community be? There would be none, except if the black community began to have hatred toward the multiracial community. That's happening now without the category. Multiracial people come in every color of skin and represent the melting pot that America boasts of but refuses to allow. That should be the basis for creating a category for Multiracial people, not based upon the amount of dollars (minority government funding) one group receives over another; it should not prevent multiracial people from receiving their own category, which means receiving the same rights that monoracial people have. 
The French government does not keep statistics on race. The official position is that there are no differences among the races—therefore, there is no reason to keep an account of it. That means disparities among racial groups cannot be quantified. Americans like to fit people into races. It makes them feel comfortable. It makes them feel like they understand you, even if much of that understanding comes from stereotypes. Race is part of how Americans make sense of the world and each person’s place in it. Today’s multiracial youth have more say in how they acknowledge the various aspects of their ethnic heritage. This more fluid perception of ethnic identity is usually signaled by the vocabulary multiracial individuals use to describe themselves to others. Some choose to identify with the ethnicity of both parents and embrace a blended ethnic identity, using terms such as “mixed,” “multiracial,” “swirl,” or “biracial”. Others may relate more strongly with the ethnicity of one parent over the other, using a single racial identifier to describe themselves as Black, Hispanic, Asian, or less commonly, as white. Still others may leave ethnic terms out of their descriptions of self altogether, choosing not to emphasize ethnicity as an important part of their identity. Researchers call this a transcendent ethnic identity. It is also not unusual for multiracial youth to find that their ethnic identity changes during different stages and circumstances in their lives. For example, a person may think of themselves as “mixed” during their teenage years but find that they want to affiliate more strongly with their African American, Hispanic, or Asian roots during adulthood.  As the son of a white mother and African father, President Barack Obama provides a compelling account of this changing perception of ethnic identity in his memoir, Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance. 
Although having choices in ethnic identity may seem like a step in the right direction, it can also be an added source of stress during the already turbulent teenage years. Teens who live in communities with strongly defined boundaries between ethnic groups may find themselves in a tug of war when friends, family, and community members expect mixed-race youth to conform to different, and often conflicting, attitudes about race and ethnicity. Mixed-race teens living in small, rural communities may be more likely to experience this feeling of being caught in the middle than those who live in larger towns. Rural places, particularly those experiencing a recent influx of immigrants, may be especially prone to strained race relations and more rigid definitions of what qualifies as white and non-white. Recent immigrants often retain strong ties to the homeland and emphasize ethnic pride, which may add to expectations mixed-race youth feel to acknowledge certain aspects of their ethnic identity. Part-Hispanic youth may feel compelled by peers and family members to have a connection to the homeland, be encouraged to speak Spanish, and participate in cultural events and holidays. Mixed-race males often feel pressured to be like men of color in the media. They found that many part-Black males from a largely white town gained their understanding of what it meant to be Black from images of Black entertainers in music videos and movies. The perception that their peers admired the “gangsta” images of rappers and hip hop artists on TV and saw them as “cool,” “masculine,” and “tough” seemed to be a strong factor in how likely these youth were to think of themselves as Black rather than multiracial. In this case, part-Black males were torn between feeling they could achieve a higher social status among classmates by taking on this “gangsta” persona and disappointing parents who associated that persona with sexual promiscuity and lower academic achievement. Passing, as currently defined, is about adopting an identity that contradicts your self-
perception of race. Despite having a white mother and a black father, President Obama considers himself black. He is not passing -- his identity is solidly rooted within the black 
community. “The phenomenon of passing as black, according to Khanna, suggests a changing culture around race relations and politics in the United States. Blackness is less stigmatized today, so biracial and multiracial individuals feel freer to experiment with their identity, expressing pride in that part of their heritage and taking steps to accent attributes that are considered black.”
Growing up in a biracial environment has often times been challenging, because you know first hand the struggles. Everybody has different reactions; some like to cave in to society, while on the other hand there are those who fight for what they know is right. To separate people just because of the color of their skin is barbaric, we are not laundry. The era society is in now is believably, is progressing forward. Though slavery and the colonies were in essence bad, if it were not for them would the world as a whole be as accepting on race as it is now? With these unfortunate events, mutual understanding between races developed. Yes whites and blacks are completely different, with there culture, cuisine, as well as way of life, however they share the same history.
There will eventually come a time where the topic of race will not be an issue, or a determining factor in some cases. There will be a time where we will all be color bind and start looking within each other. In the famous words of Martin Luther King Jr. “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”
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